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P T S ™ E D STATUTORY PER,0 D FOR REPLY ,S SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.^^ 

In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

eame/patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

UB Responsive to communications) filed on QZmOQQl • 
' . ^. „ CIKIA1 2b)l2 This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action is FINAL. , ma »«« nrosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 12 Claim(s) h18 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Claim(s)iand5 is/are allowed. 

6) 12 Claim(s) i-3an*6-18 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D c .aim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

mlH The srjecification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 id The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a;i_j w 

, f approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
1 2)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C.§§ 119 and 120 S 119(a)-(d) or(f). 

^Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign prionty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) (d) 
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112 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

is rr^=~»== : — - 

3 U appri^tion from the international^ 
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Pase 2 

Application/Control Number: 09/810,283 
Art Unit: 1771 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Priority claims to 
related data are only required when the related data is domestic. As such, it is not necessary for 
the Applicant to recite foreign priority claims. The Examiner suggests deleting the priority claim 
related data from the disclosure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§U2 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1,10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 2-18 are further rejected for their dependency on claim 
1. 

4. Claim 1 is indefinite because "substantial proportion" are relative terms, which renders 
the claim indefinite. The Examiner notes that the Applicant defines "substantial proportion" on 
page 8 of the specification, however, the definition is indefinite because it is unclear if the 
"substantial proportion" values given are adequate to provide the required chemical/thermal 
resistance and elasticity. For examination purposes "substantial proportion" will be construed as 
anything over 10 weight percent. Claim 1 is further indefinite because it is unclear to the 
Examiner how the woven fabric contains a "substantial proportion" of an elastomer. In other 
words, are the threads made from said elastomer or is said elatomer coated on the woven fabric? 
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5. Claim 10 is indefinite because it is unclear to the Examiner if the warp and weft threads 
of the woven fabric are elastomeric or if the threads are coated with a "substantial proportion" of 
said elastomer. 

6. Claim 1 1 is indefinite because it is unclear to the Examiner what the Applicant considers 
a "proportion". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U S C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreijpi counliy or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Claims 1-3,10,13,17 and 18 are rejected under 35 USC. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hennecken, Derwent Abstract, EP 862988A. 

The German patent publication abstract to Hennecken, discloses a press pad produced on 
a conventional loom, comprising threads having a core of aromatic polyamide and/or a 
thermoplastic and/or a pre-oxidized polyacrylonitrile and/or a polyimide and/or polybenzidazole 
and/or aramide. The sheath coating or cover is made from rubber and/or silicone elastomer 
and/or polytetrafluroethylene. Hennecken further teaches adding metal powder to the silicone 
elastomer sheath coating having the weight ratio of silicone elastomer: metal powder mixture 
from 90: 10 to 40:60 respectively. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



9. The following is a quotation of 3 5 U. S C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the pnor art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 11,12 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hennecken, DE 197 09 644 Al, as applied to claims 1 and 13 above, and further in view of 
Douglas et al., WO 96/13376. 

Hennecken fails to teach a press pad having warp or weft threads comprising a 
"proportion" of at least one metal, however, the published PCT application to Douglas et a., 
discloses a woven fabric of heat resistant strands wherein a substantial proportion of either the 
warp or the weft comprises a silicone elastomer (Abstract). Douglas et al., also teaches a 
preferred woven press pad embodiment comprising silicone elastomer covered copper wire in the 
weft direction and at least one of stainless steel, copper, copper alloy or copper or stainless steel 
wires wrapped with an aromatic polyamide or polyester yarn (Abstract). Alternatively, at least 
one of the warp and weft may comprise solid silicone strands (Page 4, 26-30). In addition, non- 
metal strands such as aromatic polyamide or polyester yarns may also be used as the warp 
strands. Metal strands such as copper or stainless steel may also be used to wrap the heat 
resistant polyamide or polyester yarns (Page 8, 19-24). Douglas et al., further teaches that multi- 
stranded copper wire exhibits a high reversed bending strength and therefore has a lower 
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susceptibility to metal fatigue and a greater flexibility than the conventional wire used for 
electrical wiring (Page 7, 9-20). 

Therefore, motivated to enhance flexibility and strength it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to substitute the metal 
strands of Douglas et al., for the aromatic polyamide and/or a thermoplastic and/or a pre- 
oxidized polyacrylonitrile and/or a polyimide and/or polybenzidazole and/or aramide yarns of 
Hennecken. 

1 1 . Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hennecken, 
DE 197 09 644 Al as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of Saito et al., US 4,985,483. 

Hennecken does not explicitly teach a blend of elastomers, however, the patent issued to 
Saito et al., teaches a curable fluororubber composition comprising 100 weight parts of a 
fluororubber, a sufficient amount of a curing agent and from 1 to 30 parts by weight of a cured 
silicone material, which may be in the form of a rubber or gel (Abstract and Column 2, 1 1-20). 
The composition cohesively bonds to metal or plastic substrates (Abstract). Saito et al., teaches 
that the composition provides excellent mechanical strength and good release properties 
(Abstract and Column 1, 13-35). Therefore, motivated to improve the strength, adhesive and 
release properties of the coating it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to coat the woven press pad of Hennecken with the 
fluororubber composition of Saito et al. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
12 Claims 4 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. Specifically, the prior art of record does not teach a woven fabric 
comprising a elastomer produced by the copolymerization or terpolymerization of vinyl chloride. 
Presently, there is no motivation or suggestion to combine references to form an obvious type 
rejection. 

Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lynda M Salvatore whose telephone number is 703-305-4070. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 703-308-2414. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 




